
 1 

St. Bartholomew’s Church 
Laytonsville, Maryland 

 
Easter VI (C)         May 22, 2022 

Sermon by the Rev. Jo-Ann R. Murphy 
“Another Vision” 

   Let me tell you a story about the missionary and the wealthy woman? This is the story 
Deborah read this morning from the New Testament book of Acts. 
   Last Sunday we learned how the young post-resurrection Christian Church began 
including Gentiles. This morning our first reading, also from Acts, tells of the Apostle 
Paul’s first missionary journey to the Gentiles. Paul is travelling with Timothy and again in 
a vision (like Peter’s vision we learned about last Sunday) a man beckons Paul to come over 
to Macedonia, modern-day Greece. The travelers make their way to the town of Philippi 
(named for Phillip of Macedonia, the father of Alexandria the Great). There on the 
Sabbath they go to pray outside the gates of the city by the river. Among the women 
gathered there they meet Lydia, a businesswoman. Our text tells us that Lydia is a dealer in 
purple cloth which is why I said that she was wealthy. Purple, the royal color, was the most 
expensive dye and could only be afforded by the richest buyers. 
   Acts records that “the Lord opened [Lydia’s] heart and she listened eagerly to Paul’s 
preaching. Then she and her household - - notice there is no mention of a husband - - are 
baptized and she prevails upon Paul and his companion to stay at her home. 
   So, Paul has a vision and Paul is convinced that God is calling him to do something new - 
- preach to the Gentiles. This story is starting to seem familiar, isn’t it? 
   It seems that in Holy Scripture visions are not unusual, but rather the norm. Think of all 
the many visions we know. God appears to Joseph (of the many-colored coat) in a dream; 
the Patriarch Jacob had a vision in which he wrestled with God; Gabriel appears to the 
Virgin Mary in a dream and an angel appears to Joseph to tell him not to be afraid to take 
Mary as his wife. The list goes on and on. Throughout the Bible God directs humans 
through visions, through ideas God puts into our heads in a vision. 
   Why, then, are we so often surprised when God catches our attention and points us in a 
new direction? We look for clarity, we ask for help, we pray for an answer, and then when 
it comes (albeit not in an e-mail or a postal letter), we don’t believe it. Why is that? 
   When God does visit us, we are undeniably changed. Visions from God are surprising. 
Visions can utterly transform us and alter our course. We don’t talk about our visions from 
God very often, maybe for good reason. We tend to be skeptical of most things we cannot 
explain intellectually. And, if we were to talk about our visions we might have to give up 
the illusion of being in control. And that is really scary! 
   With each new convert to Christianity - - as it was soon to be called - - with each new 
travel stop, the church was becoming more and more diverse in culture and geography. 
The young church changed as it grew. 
   Long before any organized church structure took shape, believers gathered and God’s 
spirit moved them, often taking them far from established patterns of their own religious 
life. Macedonia represents a missionary frontier, and crossing over that threshold is a 
symbolic and real gesture in support of the gospel’s expansive character. It took a leap of 
faith for Paul and his companions to go there. But they did, despite their hesitations and 
fears. God rewarded their courage and their evangelism thrived. When we are wondering 
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what to do next, when we are stuck, when we need guidance, we could do worse than look 
to the story of our faith’s founding for inspiration. 
   The story of the early church takes those first missionaries outside the circle of the known 
and comfortable. 
   If we do pay attention to the early church’s story, if we do share our visions from God, we 
might find ourselves with open hearts that are ready to go to unexpected places by new and 
challenging pathways. Doesn’t that sound like a very appealing vision.? Amen. 
    


